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The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 36-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claims contain subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that 
the inventors, at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. In 
claim 36, lines 3-5, the tensioning device is said to comprise a third anchor connected to a first 
anchor at a first end of a single, continuous elongate member. But such a connection inherently 
involves an additional continuous elongate member (e.g., Figure 9; present claims 38 and 44), 
which contradicts the "single" limitation at claim 36, line 3. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the dale ofappliealion for patent in the United States. 

Claims 26, 28-30, and 36-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Alonso-Lej, "Adjustable Annuloplasty for Tricuspid Insufficiency", The Annals of 
Thoracic Surgery, Vol. 46, No. 3, Sept. 1988, 2 pages, as evidenced by Alonso-Lej, The Journal 
of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery, Vol. 68, No. 3, September 1974, page 349. Alonso- 
Lej teaches the method of providing a device including a single, continuous elongate member in 
the form of a suture having first and second ends at which are disposed respective anchors in the 
form of pledgets (Figures 1 and 2), positioning the anchors or pledgets against an atrial wall and 
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thus outside a ventricle, applying a force to a heart wall so as to tighten the suture and thereby 
reduce a transverse dimension of a heart portion adjacent the in situ valve annulus, and holding 
the wall portion in the displaced state by knotting the suture on top of Teflon felt to promote 
closure of the in situ valve. 

The Applicant's remarks have been considered and are adequately addressed in the 
grounds of rejection set forth above. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dave Willse, whose telephone number is 571-272-4762 and who 
is generally available Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Corrine McDermott, can be reached on 
571-272-4754. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

/Dave Willse/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3738 



